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The collection of Vedic hymns, as we now have
It, bears of course no date. It resembles in this
respect all other collections of similar antiquity,
without exception, known to us. The date of the
earliest books of each religion can be ascertained
only by historical criticism, and so in India also.
We have to start with facts that are known. We
can argue back from the well established date of the
great Buddhist Emperor of India, the famous Asoka.
For we find in the literature extant in his time a
series of strata, so to speak, of literary and philo-
sophic activity, each of them indisputable evi-
dence of the previous existence of the one before it.
The last of these strata, the Buddhist Pitakas and
the Sanskrit books of the same period, belong to his
time. Estimates have been made of the previous
interval that must be allowed successively for each
of the other strata, between the time of Asoka and
the close of the Vedic period, when the hymns were
put into their present shape. And scholars are
practically unanimous in the opinion that the Vedas
must have been existing as we now have them at
least 1000-1200 B.C., to allow time for the subse-
quent developments. Scholars also agree that they
contain a good deal of material even much older
than that, and the hymns stand in this last re-
spect again on the same footing as the Buddhist